
Ruffus, Vignoble des Agaises 
 

Just a few minutes away from the French border in Belgium,  Vignoble des 
Agaises is a 57 acre/35 hectare-estate located on a south-facing limestone rich 
hillside near Binche in the Hainaut province, in a district called “Les Agaises” 
where Lord Ruffus reigned in the 12th century. In 2002, two partners, Raymond 
Leroy, oenologist who ran a family wine/liquor import business in Belgium, 
and Etienne Delbeke, former president of the Walloon Potato Industry, invited 
Thierry Gobillard, a Champagne producer to join them in this project and later 
Michel Wanty, and Joël Hugé, a friend.  

Ruffus received many international awards in various wine competitions and 
made Belgian wines not only very popular in Belgium, but also abroad.  The 
first vintage was released in 2005 and won a silver medal at the Concours 
Mondial de Bruxelles. This estate solely produces sparkling wines in the 
méthode traditionnelle, with a minimum lees ageing of 15 months, from 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and Pinot Meunier grapes. 

Soil: Clay and chalk or “craie” (continuation of Champagne chalky soil) A chalk 
mine lies within walking distance from the vineyard. 

Grape: 100% Chardonnay  

Type: Méthode traditionnelle (refermented in the bottle like a Champagne) 

Appellation: Belgian Sparkling Wine  

Viticulture: the grapevines are cultivated on a limestone rich hillside with 
excellent drainage and south exposure and benefits from a constant breeze. 

Vinification: The wine goes through direct pressing, 68°F temperature-
controlled fermentation, malolactic fermentation, and a second alcoholic 
fermentation in the bottle (Méthode traditionnelle).  Very low sugar dosage 
(6g/l) . The wine was disgorged in October 2022. 
 
Aging: 15 to 18 months on lattes 

Tasting profile: freshness, elegance, and minerality with notes of white 
flowers, citrus, almond, and a hint of brioche 

Serve between 46- 50°F as an aperitif, or with seafood and shellfish 

Gold Medals: 
Concours Mondial du Vin : 2008 (Bordeaux), 2022 (Bairrada, Portugal) 
Effervescents du Monde : 2013, 2021 (Dijon, France) 
Chardonnay du Monde : 2016, 2021 (St-Lager, France) 
Concours des meilleurs vins belges : 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019, 
2020, 2021, 2022 (Bruges, Belgique) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


